Fish-recovery costs
growing, along with
critics in Congress

By JiM BARNETT
THE OREGONIAN

WASHINGTON —
or years, Congress turned a collective
blind eye to the Northwest's fish prob-
lem as administrations and members
from the region spent millions trying to
clean the environment and save imperiled runs
from extinction.

But those days are drawing to a close. Fish
runs show little sign of rebound. And as the
price of recovery approaches $1 billion a year,
environmental and taxpayer advocates are urg-
ing Congress to scrutinize how the money is
spent.

“How many years can you keep spending
that kind of money?” said Ralph DeGennaro,
executive director of Taxpayers for Common
Sense. “Doing it year after year, pretfy soon
you're talking about real money.”

For Congress members from the Northwest,
anew reality is sinking in. As the region wrestles
with difficult decisions — including the possi-
ble breaching of four Snake River dams to im-
prove fish habitat — they'll be pressed to de-
fend how money is spent on fish.

Tt won't be easy, given the results.

“ don’t think we can make a case that this $1
billion is being well spent,” said Sen. Ron
Wyden, D-Ore. ’

Federal money accounts for about two-
thirds of what is spent on Northwest fish. But
it's not surprising that the U.S. contribution
goes uncounted, members of Congress and
Clinton administration officials said.

Part of the problem is the nature of bureau-
cracy and the agencies’ overlapping missions.
At least six federal agencies are working to solve
the Northwest fish problem, but none has for-
mal responsibility for coordinating that work.

The congressional process also makes it hard
to keep track of fish spending, said Sen. Slade
Gorton, R-Wash., a member of the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee. Each house allocates
money through four or more spending bills
crafted largely at the subcommittee level.

“Often, the right hand doesn't know what the
left is doing,” Gorton said.

The investment in fish-recovery efforts spurs questions
on where the money cores from and where 1t's going
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Here's a look at the projected costs for the fed-
eral government, Bonneville Power Adminis-
tration ratepayers and the states e
for fish recovery efforts in
the year 2000 (in
millions).
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